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between seven and eight o'clock in the morning, when,
telling the maid servant her mistress would not want
for two or three hours, as she. seldom rose until after Jfcen,
lie requested her to go to the most distant part of Holborn,
there to purchase a particular kind of snuff for him.

Having thus got rid of the servant, he immediately
descended to the front parlour, through which he entered
into the adjoining chamber, where Mrs. King lay asleep.
Upon his pulling down the bed clothes and kissing her,
she awoke and screamed. Gardelle greatly alarmed thereat
told her who he was and that he meant her no harm,
for the room being in almost utter darkness she could not
distinguish his features. Upon his so announcing himself,
she abused him grossly, bidding him instantly quit her
chamber or she would be the death of him, and being a
strong, powerful woman, she at the same time gave him so
severe a blow in his stomach as nearly to knock him back-
wards and deprive him of all sense. Staggered and appalled
(as he afterwards described himself to have been from the
severity of the blow Mrs. King gave him) he seized the poker
from the fire place, which unfortunately was close at hand,
and with it struck the unhappy woman so desperate a blow
on the head that the blood gushed out in a torrent, and she
fell back on the bed utterly insensible. In absolute despair
at what he had done and at perceiving the blood streaming
down the bed, he concluded he had killedTher. His thoughts
were thereupon occupied entirely as to the best method of
disposing of the body. After some consideration he drew from
his pocket a large clasp knife, which opening he instantly
separated the head from the body, and wrapping up the
former in one of the already bloody sheets, he carried it down
stairs, through the kitchen, and deposited it in the dust
hole, which was in the front area, there covering it care-
fully over with dust and rubbish.

By the time he had done this, he expected the maid
servant might return with the snuff; he therefore locked
the parlour door, and putting the key in his pocket sat
down in the front room of the first floor to wait her